ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 63 1 05 

September 28, 1979 


Mr. Michael Crawforth 

31 Park Lea, Sunderland SR3 3TA 

England 

Dear Mr. Crawforth: 


I am an early member of ISASC and have admired your scholarship and 
organizational abilities through those publications. I collect, research and 
write on numismatic subjects, both British and American as an avocation. In 
this connection I collect counterfeit detectors, coin scales, coin changers, 
coin sorters, coin counters, mechanical pub tills and other mechanisms involving 
coin handling. 


I had a long talk with Bob Stein and he suggested that I should write 
to you. I am going to be in London from 14 October to 14 November 1979. My 
wife and I have rented a flat at 46 Upper Grosvgnor St. We rent from Lupus 
Properties, 49 Hill St., London Wlx 7 FQ. I would so much like to meet you 
if you are in London during that period. Would you write me in London if there 
is a chance. Of course, if you receive this letter in time to write to America 
that is even better as I leave on 11 October 1979. 

I have 9 of the telescoping boxed guinea scales, of which 3 are in- 
complete. I could send the incomplete ones to you if you have broken ones too 
and we could work out a division of the assembled ones perhaps. I have several 
Avery ones, a Kirkbride, and some Jy ones with instructions but no maker. 

I would like to buy a copy of your book on them, so if you want to mail me one 
to London I'll gladly remit for it. 

Do you know where I could acquire some of the items I listed above? 

Do you have any available or you might know where some can be obtained. The 
English mechanical pub tills I have are all in operating order (two by Cox and 
one by Loftus) . So are my changers. 

I told Bob Stein that someone in U.S. should check the early American 
libraries for scale catalogs and literature as this seems quite a neglected 
field. I found an American 1857 scale catalog and let Bob Stein acquire it for 
his collection as this was out of my field. He plans to reprint it, I believe. 

I hope I can hear from you as it is such a pleasure to find a scientific 
enthusiast in a fascinating collecting area. I wish I could have attended the 
San Francisco assembly. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 

jah 

American Address: London Address: 

P. 0. Box 14020 46 Upper Grosvenor St. 

St. Louis, MO 63178 Mayfair 

U.S.A. 
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MICHAEL A. CRAWFORTH 

31. Park Lea, 

East Herrington, 

Sunderland, 

Co. Tyne & Wear, 

SR3 3TA. 

England 

Tel. Sund e rlan d 281209. 
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MICHAEL A. CRAWFORTH. 


31. Park Lea, 

East Herrington, 

Sunderland, 

Co. Tyne & Wear, 

SR3 3TA. 

England. 

Tel. 0783 - 281209. 

Vice Chairman of ISASC : Editor of Equilibrium. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 26, 1979 


Mr. Michael A. Crawforth 
31 Park Lea 
East Herrington 
Sunderland 

Co. Tyne & Wear 3R3 3TA 
ENGLAND 

Dear Michael and Dianne: 

My brother-in-law is visiting England and I took this opportunity to send you 
my derelicts for possible repair, etc. 

Firstly, I enclose L200 in American Express checks and L15 in cash to cover 
Bell (110), Harrison (45), Houghton (80) and Young (55) less Young (45) and Leather and 
velvet fitted case (30) or net t215. 

I am enclosing a scarce piece of 1779 two color American paper money which has 
the scales of justice. I also found my duplicate Mombasa coin with scales and if you can 
return the 1794 coin I previously sent you I would appreciate it as I do not have it in 
my collection. I also enclose counterfeit 50c pieces and a dollar for your American 
detectors. If you want more coins with scales I’ll gladly seek them. 

The lovely weekend we spent together has often been the topic of comments between 
Evelyn and me as well as others. We really were delighted with it and look forward to a 
visit from you. 

I saw a pub exhibit at the Museum of London and guess what was on the bar - 
a mahogony and glass sovereign and half sovereign changer with brass cups for the change 
stacked inside the glass front. This is the type I would like you to locate for me. I 
will pay whatever price is reasonable. 

I have not received the revised copy of the book review from you but hope to 
receive it by the time this packet reaches you so I can distribute the review. 

I found that my copper appearing coin plcCfe on one of my folding scales was 
brass when I cleaned it. You were right, but it had a copper red patina. 

As I told you, I. desperately need a 7sh coin weight for a Japanned box scale 

I bought. It has three weight holes and only two weights. The hole of the missing weight 
is 2 in diameter. The numbers on the other weights aALincuse and they have an overhanding 
lip as you said all of that type seem to have. The other weights have an anchor hallmark 

and are marked 5 8 and 2 16 with ag^on the top of the stem. 

There is no rush in returning my brass folding balance and my iron scale Ttv \T 
y are fixmq t 

• ^ I J am enclo f in 8 “y folding box listed by you as #17 on p. 85 with one weight, 
uprights and connecting bar, but no beam or hangar parts. I have no other folding scale 
like this and hope you can find the missing parts and a proper button for the box. 


Mr. Michael A. Crawforth 
November 26, 1979 
Page 2 - 


Another guinea scale enclosed is missing a hangar and its hinge and lift are 
broken. Perhaps you have a way to fix it. If so, that would be nice. 

The third scale has a small box gap, one upright and the hangar is missing. 

This is for you to keep for parts . 

I ordered the Security Pacific Corp. annual 1977 report and my scale is almost 
identical. I also ordered Antique Machines & Curiosities. 

I have not forgotten the information on the Portuguese coins which will be forth- 
coming in due course. I also will list my folding scales for you. 

I still need a round \ pistol coin weight if you find one with Louis XIV on it. 

As to the coffee flavor which you are so deprived of I have found another person 
allergic to coffee and she recommended CA TIX made in West Germany or PERO made in 
Switzerland. These are available in healtTi food stores. I'll send one in the packet if 
I can find it. They are cheaper than coffee. 

I have not forgotten American vending machine coin testers and will get to that 
later. If you find any English ones for me that would be nice. 

Please give your boys our best and hope their bicycling, bottle and other 
activities are fun. We wish we lived closer but the world is small. 

With appreciation and good fellowship, 



jah 



From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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. . the 
MuseurrLof 
London 


3 January 1980 


Eric P Newman Esq. 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis MO 63105 
USA 


Dear Mr Newman 

Many thanks for your letter of November 16th. I am very glad 
that you enjoyed our displays, and it was very interesting to 
hear your comments when you visited the Museum. 

The coin changer in our pub display is marked as follows: 

W. H. Ell's Patent "Safechek" 

Manufacturers W. H. Ell and Co. 

Improved Patent by W. H. Ell and Co. 

Original sole makers of Cox's Tills 
25 years for the late J. C. Cox 
Handen Grove North 
Peckham, London. S.E. 

I regret that I have been unable to find any written sources 
on the subject of coin changers or pub tills. 

Yours sincerely 

C • Aa a. wtoi 

Colin Manton 

Assistant Keeper - Modern Department 


The Museum of London London Wall London EC2Y 5HN Telephone 01-600 3699 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 400 WASHINGTON AVE. MAIL: P.O. BOX 14020. ST. LOUIS. MO. 63178. PHONE 314-444 - 6000 CABLE: EDBRO 


PEGGY A. GREGORY 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT 


January 10, 19 80 


G. Cabell Busick 

Mason, Fenwick and Lawrence 

310 0FC Building 

1730 Rhode Island Ave. N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 


Re: W.H. Ell 

English Patents 

Dear Chris: 


This will confirm our January 10, 1980, telephone conversation in which I asked 
you to obtain copies of the following English patents of the 1890-1910 era for 
a coin changer: 


W.H. Ell's Patent "Safechek" 
In-proved Patent by W.H. Ell & Co. 


You told me that you did not 
associate could run an index 


have access to English patents but that your British 
search for about $p0.00 - $75.00. 


Cordially yours, 



: n 

Peggy Gregory 


cc: Eric P. Newman 
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MICHAEL A. CRAWFORTH, 

31. Park Lea, 

East Herrington, 

Sunderland, 

Co. Tyne & Wear, 

SR3 3TA. 

England. 

Tel. 0783 - 281209. 

V<cc Chairman of ISASC : Editor of Equilibrium. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63205 


February 14, 1980 


Mr. Michael A. Crawforth 
31 Park Lea 
East Herrington 
Sunderland 

Co. Tyne & Wear 3R3 3TA 
ENGLAND 

Dear Michael: 

Evelyn and I were glad to hear from you. We hope the special 
coffee taste is continuing to satisfy your taste buds. 

I am enclosing an East India Co. coin with a scale and an 
Israeli postage stamp with a scale. I have several other coins in my 
collection with scales and will send you any duplicates I locate. 

I am enclosing the patent drawings of the coin changer which I 
wish you could find for me. The item is described as Ell's Coin Changer 
and Coin Tester. It has a mahogany case. There are various models, but 
any will suit the purpose. 

I look forward to the return of the scales you are repairing, 
whenever you can complete them. 

1 visited Bob Stein in Chicago and I told him about our visit. 

We talked about the need to establish a scale museum somewhere some day. 

The review of your book was published in various places and I 
am enclosing one from World Coins. I hope the book is selling and that 
you will continue with your writing. 

I am glad that Andrew has hit the bottle hard - from a collector' 
point of view. Bruce can drive him to the places to look for bottles and 
both will be happy. 

Evelyn joins me in wishing our best to you, Dianne and the boys. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Ends. 


MICHAEL A. CRAWFORTH. 

31. Park Lea, 

East Herrington, 

Sunderland, 

Co. Tyne & Wear, 

SR3 3TA. 

England. 

Tel. 0783 - 281209. 

Vice Chairman ef ISASC : Editor of Equilibrium. 
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6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 USA 

April 1, 1980 


Mr. Michael A. Crawforth 

31 Park Lea 

East Herrington 

Sunderland 

Co. Tyne & Wear 

SR3 3TA 

ENGLAND 

Dear Michael: 


Thank you so much for finding the mahogany change till. 

I am enclosing £290 in American Express checks, being number *501 958 
900* for £50, and numbers *411 037 285* to *411 037 296* inclusive for 
£20 each. Please hold the item for me for further instructions. 



Sincerely, 



jah 

Ends. (13) 


MICHAEL A. CRAWFORTH. 

31. Park Lea, 

East Herrington, 

Sunderland, 

Co. Tyne & Wear, 

SR3 3TA. 

England. 

Tel. 0783 - 281209. 

Vice Chairman of ISASC : Editor of Equilibrium. 
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May 6, 1980 


Mr. Michael A. Crawforth 
31 Park Lea 

East Herrington, Sunderland 
Co. Tyne & Wear SR3 3TA 
ENGLAND 

Dear Michael: 


Thank you for obtaining and for taking care of the Ell changer. 
I'll figure out some way to get it but it is so thoughtful of you to find 
it and hold it for me. However, if you locate another one I would like 
to buy it also to get more cups and not to have to make keys. I can always 
dispose of the poorest duplicate here, I believe, unless you want to do so. 


As to the Avery coin changer, I suggest contacting Avery for 
the patent as they must have it in their files. It is a great nuisance 
to have an attorney search the patent office in England unless one knows 
the date, or number as the cost of the search is ridiculous. Maybe the 
Avery one isn't patented. I have a Garrett Bijou Gold Coin Changer, so 
I know the parts in it (it is cast iron as you know), 

it-'was— not_.r lea>v< to me whether— you sent* me the brass box 
folding scale -ft r-rfflfflrt . has arrived so I presume you are still 

holding the others. / (0*1 Z-r-Z 

The double Cox Pub Till I found in Canterbury arrived and it 
has coin racks and a push bar 180 degrees offset. It is for the inside 
center table of a U shaped bar so the bartender or bartenders can get 
at it from either side. It says it is patented to help the customer 
check to see what amount he paid, but actually it is to keep the clerk 
from stealing the proceeds by making the clerk put the exact amount of 
the sale in the till in front of the customer. 


Evelyn joins me in 
coin for you with a scale. 



6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
USA 


I have another 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


June 2 , 1980 


Hr. Michael A. Crawforth 
31 Park Lea 
East Herrington 
Sunderland 

Co. Tyne & Wear 3R3 3TA 
ENGLAND 

Dear Michael: 


Ify review of your book just appeared in The Numismatist 
enclose a copy for you. This magazine has a 25,000 circulation mostly 
U.S.A. 


and I 
in the 


I was just offered another changer, the picture of which is enclosed. 

It must be similar to the one you are holding for me, but made under patent No. 

22754. This one has the Cox name on a brass plate which is outside the glass and 

has two slots in the brass. The drawers below the brass change outlet are in 

bad condition. Does mine have a brass plate with slots on the outside of the front 
and what does it say on it? 

If the locks on the one you are holding are open and can be removed 
from inside I could have them brought or sent here to have keys fitted. Perhaps 
you know someone there who would do it reasonably. The locks usually come apart 
readily so keys can be fitted with ease. Use your judgment. 

As to similar changers, I now realize there are several types so if 

another comes along, please buy it for me whether it is identical to the first 

one or not. The Museum of the City of London has one in Its pub exhibit as I may 
have mentioned before. 

As to the glass crack it is often a safety measure to put criss crossed 
sticky tape on both sides of the glass to keep it from breaking in transit. I 
have no shipping instructions for you as yet. 

Incidentally your friend with the Avery changer could go to their 
museum in Birmingham and possible see what his missing parts look like. He could 
duplicate those parts. 

Evelyn joins me in sending you all our best. 


Cordially, 


jah 

Enel. 


Eric P. Newman 


MICHAEL A. CRAWFORTH, 

31. Park Lea, 

East Herrington, 

Sunderland, 

Co. Tyne & Wear, 

SR3 3TA. 

England. 

Tel. 0783 - 281209. 

Vice Chairman of ISASC : Editor of Equilibrium. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310 5 


June 24, 1980 


Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Crawforth 
31 Park Lea 

East Herrington, Stand er land 
Co. Tyne & Wear 
SR3 3TA England 

Dear Michael and Diane: 


The 1695 scale came before your letter arrived and the repair 


is superbly done. You must have cannibalized the missing part from 
another similar old scale. Thanks so much. 


Equilibrium arrived and we read carefully the contribution of 


Diane - the first installment of her careful search for background detail 
on the English scale makers. She was too modest about its difficulty and 
depth when she told us about it in England. Please keep up your fine 
research, Diane, as you have much to uphold in your joint husband and wife 
team accomplishments. 


I am now preparing the exhibits in the money museum I am preparing 


in St. Louis and I have a case full of coin scales and a case of changers 
and counting devices. 


The editorship of Equilibrium must be generating great enthusiasm 


because I believe it has broad appeal to all types of collectors and students. 
You are truly appreciated by yours truly. It is some balancing act to nlease 
such a variety of people. 


What you state about the rarity of the cup type mahogany changer 


makes me appreciate what you obtained for me even more. I presume you will 
send me the text written on the various parts of it at your convenience. 


I plan to meet Bill Doniger in San Francisco in August and hope 


we have fun together. He probably doesn't eat fish unless they have scales 
on them. 

Evelyn is going to order the book you suggested on English tins 
and thanks you for the bulletin. 


Our very best to all of you 



Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

October 1, 1980 


Mr. Michael A. Crawforth 

31 Park Lea 

East Harrington 

Sunderland 

Co. Tyne & Wear 

SR3 3TA ENGLAND 

Dear Michael: 


You were very thoughtful to acquire the changer for me at the 
recent Antique Fair. I am familiar with this type of changer and am 
delighted to have what you bought for me. I am glad the bell rings. 

I assume you will keep the new changer along with the other changer 
until I can make plans for transport. 


About a month ago I visited the home of Bill Dunniger and saw 
his fantastic collection. He had one of these as well as just about 
everything else I have ever heard of. We had a very nice time together. 


Since you are going to continue to look for things for me I 
am enclosing two checks, one for £141.60 and one for £149.59, for a total 
of £291.19. Subtracting your payment of £80, this leaves £211.19. Please 
keep this money for me until further notice for future use and you may 
leave it in an interest bearing account on which you should keep the 
interest. 


I have located for you a silver Mexican piece of the Mexico 
City Mint which has a beautiful scale on it. It is crown size. I want 
to be sure you do not have it before I arrange to send it your way. 

The reason you have not heard from me sooner is that Evelyn 
and I were on a vacation and just got back. 

My kindest regards to you and the rest of the family. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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